
Introduction: Who Was Harriet Tubman?

1. About when was Harriet Tubman born?

Around 1820 or 1821

2. Why don’t they know for sure?

They didn’t record when slaves were born.

3. What was her nickname and why?

Moses, because like Moses, she led people to freedom

Chapter 1: Life in Maryland

1. Harriet’s mom hoped she would be a “house slave.” Why was that 
somewhat better than working outside?

Sewing, cooking or weaving in a house would be better than back 
breaking field work.

2. Which part of the United States still had slaves after the 1800s - the 
north or the south?

The south.

3. What was a plantation and who was the plantation owner where Harriet 
was born?

The plantation was a group of buildings, a large house and slave cabins, 
and the land it was on. Mr. Brodas was the plantation owner who owned 
Harriet’s family.

4. Describe Harriet’s cabin at the plantation.

It was small, windowless, and had dirt floors.

5. What happened when Harriet (Minty) turned six?

She was hired out to work with the Cooks and had to leave her family 
behind.



6. What jobs did Minty do for the Cooks? Did her stay with them go well?

For Mrs. Cook she had to wind yarn but she wasn’t good at it (and gets 
whipped), so then she goes to check traps for muskrats with Mr Cook 
which goes better until she gets sick and gets sent back to Mr. Brodas’ 
plantation.

7. What was Minty’s job when she worked for Mrs. Susan? 

She had to watch the baby, even through the night, and keep it from 
crying.

8. After Minty was sent back to the plantation again, what did she have to 
do? Do you think this was better than her house slave jobs?

She worked in the fields splitting logs, loading the wagon, plowing and 
more. For her it seemed to be better because she liked being outside and 
talking to the other slaves.

9. How does Minty get hurt and what do people start calling her once she is 
well?

She stood in the way of a master trying to go after an escaping slave. He 
thew a heavy sack of flour which hit her in the head. She fell unconscious 
and had a long recovery. When she got better it was clear she no longer 
should go by a little girl’s nickname so they call her Harriet.

Sub-Section: Bought and Sold

1.What was a slave auction?

A place where people bid on slaves they wanted to buy. Families were 
often split apart through slave auctions.



Sub-Section: Nate Turner’s Rebellion

1.What happened when Nate Turner led a slave rebellion?

He led a group of slaves  in a rebellion going from plantation to plantation 
killing white people, but then the rebellion was broken up by troops and 
100 black men were killed. 

2. How did Nate Turner die?

He escaped and hid in a cave but was eventually found and executed.

Chapter 2: Looking for the North Star

1. What were some problems Harriet still had after she had gotten well?

She had headaches and sleeping spells.

2. Why would it be worse to live further south?

They grew cotton in the south and picking cotton was the worst kind of 
work. It was also further to travel back north if she ever tried to escape.

3. What happened to Mr. Brodas?

He died which Harriet actually felt a little guilty about because she’d 
prayed that he would.

4. When Harriet has a good house slave job working for Mr. Stewart, what 
does she want to do instead?

She wanted to be back outside splitting logs and cutting down trees.

5. What are two ways Harriet’s father Ben taught her so she would know 
which direction was north?  Why do you think this was important for her 
to know?

He taught her to follow the north star and to look at the moss on trees 
because it always grew on the north side of trees. These were important 
signs to know if she ever wanted to escape. 



Chapter 2 Sub-Section - Cotton and Tobacco

1. In the south, the primary crops were cotton and tobacco. Who did all the 
planting and picking?

The slaves.

Chapter 3: A Free Man’s Wife

1. Who did Harriet want to marry?

John Tubman

2.  How had the man Harriet loved become free?

His parents had been freed when their slave owner died.

3.What did Harriet make before she got married?

A quilt.

4.Her husband was free, so could Harriet still be sold?

Yes, she was still a slave without rights.

5. What was Harriet’s dream? Did her husband share this dream?

Harriet dreamed of escaping but John thought it was too dangerous.

6.What happened the night Harriet tried to escape with her brothers?

They were too noisy and it felt too risky. Harriet wanted to go on without 
them but they wouldn’t let her.

7. When Harriet tries to escape again, who does she go with and what does 
she bring?

She goes by herself and brings her quilt and food in a bandana.



Sub-section: Abolitionists

1. What did abolitionists want?

They wanted for slavery to end (be abolished).

2. When did the movement begin?
In England in 1780 by William Wilberforce.

3. When was slavery abolished in The United States of America?

After the Civil War ended in 1865.

Sub-section: Quakers

1. What were Quakers?

The Quakers were a Christian religious group.

2.How did Quakers feel about slavery?

They were opposed to it and did what they could to help escaping slaves.

Chapter 4: Free at Last

1. Why did Harriet often wade through streams while she was escaping 
north?

Bloodhounds were used to track slaves but they lost the scent in water.

2.What happened to Harriet’s quilt?

She gave it away to the first Quaker woman who helped her.

3.What was the The Underground Railroad?



The Underground Railroad was the route and stops slaves used when they 
were escaping from slave states to the free north. They used railroad 
terms to trick anyone who might overhear their plans.

4. In what state was Harriet free?

She was free when she got to Pennsylvania.

5. What was Harriet’s first job as a free woman?

She worked in a hotel cooking and cleaning.

6.What was going to happen to Mary, Harriet’s sister and what was Harriet 
going to do about it?

Mary’s family was going to be sold, so Harriet decided to go back to help 
her and her family get out.

7. How did John Bowley get Mary away from the slave auction?
He brought a fake letter to the auctioneer that was supposed to be from 
the master - it said he’d already found a buyer for them.

8.Who finally led Mary and her family to the north?

John got them as far as Baltimore and there they met Harriet who led 
them the rest of the way.

Sub-section: Vigilance Committees

1. How did vigilance committee members help runaway slaves? 

They raised money to help runaway slaves and they gave food and 
provided shelter to runaway slaves.

Chapter 5: The Conductor

1. Why were Harriet’s trips south more dangerous after 1850?



The Fugitive Slave Law was passed so even if slaves got caught in the 
north they could be sent back.

2.Where did she have to take runaway slaves?

Canada.

3.Who did Harriet help free in 1851?

One of her brothers and two other men.

4.What happened when Harriet went back for John Tubman, her husband?

She found out he had remarried and wouldn’t go with her.

5. Once Harriet started going back regularly for groups of strangers, how 
often did she go?

She went every spring and fall.

6.What were some of Harriet’s tricks to avoid being caught?
She had men dress as women or the other way around. They would 
leave on Saturday night because slaves didn’t work on Sunday so their 
absence wouldn’t be discovered until Monday.

7. How did Harriet free her parents?

Because they were old and couldn’t walk the whole trip, she made a simple 
carriage and found an old horse to pull them.

Chapter 6: A Country At War

1. Why were the northern and southern states fighting over slavery? What 
did each side want?

The northern states wanted to end slavery but the southern states didn’t so 
they wanted to secede.

2.What did the southern states call themselves?



Confederate States of America

3.Who asked Harriet to get involved and help the northern cause?

John Andrew the governor of Massachusetts. 

4.How did Harriet help in Port Royal Island? (Give as many examples as 
you can.)

She taught the runaway slaves who wanted to help the northern effort 
how to see themselves as free and work with the soldiers. She helped local 
women learn how to make things to sell. She also worked as a nurse and 
found local plants to help patients with dysentery.

5. What did the Emancipation Proclamation do?

It freed the slaves in the south.

6.What did Colonel James Montgomery ask Harriet to do to help?

He asked her to become a spy.

7. What did Harriet want to do at the Combahee River?

She wanted her men to knock out the railroad tracks and the bridge to cut 
off supplies to the south.

8.How much did Harriet earn from the government for her role as a 
military spy? What did she do with the money?

The government owed her $1,800, but Harriet never got paid what she 
was due.

9.When did the war end and who won?

In April 1865 The Union won the Civil War.

Sub-section: Frederick Douglass

1. What did Frederick Douglass teach himself to do?



He taught himself to read and write.

2.Why did he flee to England?

In his memoir about his slave life he detailed the cruelty and named his 
former master.

3.How did he help President Lincoln?

He was an advisor and helped recruit black soldiers during the war.

Sub-section: Constitutional Amendments

1. What is a constitutional amendment?

A change to the laws of the constitution.

Chapter 7: Moses of Her People

1. Where did Harriet go to live after the war?

Auburn, New York

2.Who helped Harriet publish a book about her life?

Sarah Bradford

3.Who was Harriet’s second husband and how did she meet him?

Harriet married Nelson Davis a man she met when he had fought in one 
of the black brigades.

4.Harriet cared for many old and sick black people. How did she continue 
to earn money?

She sold two books about her life stories, her husband worked, she 
gardened and sold the vegetables, and she gave speeches.

5. When did Harriet die?



She died in the spring of 1913 when she was in her early 90s. (She never 
knew her exact age.)

Subsection: Two of a Kind: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. 
Anthony

1. Where did these two women meet?

The met at the first Women’s National Rights Convention held in Seneca 
Falls, New York.

2.What was their cause?

They fought for women’s rights so women could own property, earn fair 
wages, and vote.


